Vibrio vulnificus infection of the upper extremity.
Vibrio vulnificus is a potentially limb- and life-threatening infection. This pathogen should be suspected in any patient with a rapidly progressive infection who has a history of saltwater contact. Although the infection may occur in otherwise healthy individuals, V vulnificus has a proclivity for patients with underlying chronic disease, particularly hepatic dysfunction. Prompt recognition and immediate treatment with antibiotics and possibly surgical débridement may prevent amputation or death.